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Coming to you live from Bangor

This scrapbook is a compendium of student-led radio broadcasting in the Bangor area of North Wales,
focussed on the 1970s and 1980s, and collated much later in 2024. It reflects a time before the online
world where streaming, websites and social media were still well in the future, and broadcast radio was
an important cultural mechanism. The events described here brought together great application of

technology along with infectious enthusiasm to show what was actually possible in a slightly isolated
broadcasting landscape.
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Coming To You Live From Bangor
The transcript of the narrative from the BRBS story written in 1979

This is the story of 30 years of local radio in Bangor, from its earliest known beginnings in
1948 through to 1978.

It is a story that goes back to just after the Second World War. Bangor had always been
associated with radio, as the BBC even had one of their emergency broadcasting centres here
during the war. From about 1948, however, come the first rumours of competition to the BBC,
that the Bangor students themselves set up a radio station fo celebrate Rag Week. Nothing
more is known of this, or for the next 15 or so years, but it seems likely that by the end of
the 1960s a medium wave radio station was regularly operational during university rag weeks.

This pattern of events carried on into the early 1970s, but in June 1972 events began to
proceed in a new direction. A small group of engineering students, fed up with the limited
technical quality of a medium wave system, decided that the high quality of VHF FM was the
only way to proceed. A fairly low power mono VHF transmitter, capable of about 5 watts
output was built in time for Rag Week, which was in November that year.

Transmission lasted for all of Rag Week on both medium wave and VHF. The staff had a
natural wish to reduce the possibility of being apprehended by the authorities, and so all the
programmes were pre-recorded. The station was known then as Bangor Rag Radio, or the
Gnome service, and ran from 10am to 10pm from the Monday to the Saturday of Rag Week.
Transmission was on 96.8 MHz VHF and 270 m MF, and programmes consisted of 1 hour slots
with no afternoon break. This is how part of the final evening went.

If we now jump 12 months to November 1973, we find that a stereo coder and higher power
VHF transmitter capable of 60 watts output had been built, and Rag Radio, as it was still
known, made history by broadcasting the first stereo programmes in the Bangor area.

Programs were still all pre-recorded, and due to the much higher transmitter power there
were several technical problems. In fact, the tape recorder ended up in a biscuit tin to shield
it from the transmitter. Every two hours the duty engineer would scuttle up the hill with
another 7 inch reel of tape, exchange it for the one just played, and disappear promptly
again. Programme times were much increased from the previous year, now stretching from
10am to 10pm continuously each day in 1 hour slots. The station was on the air from Saturday
to Saturday, that's a total of 8 days compared to the previous year's six. The timetable listed
such programmes as The Request Show, Gilbert's Giddy Aunts Prom Concerts, and even
Intergalactic Laxative, not to mention more normal pseudonyms such as John Edmunds, Keith
Bryan, and of course Lawrence.

Lawrence and Keith. There were also 2 hours of Welsh broadcasting each day, Radio Bronco.
Lunacy occasionally rained, as in the WDY show.

One unexpected incident was due to the BBC themselves. The BBC TV team here filmed the
station operating, and interviewed a couple of presenters. The report was then shown on
Wales today, and the station was paid £7 for its trouble.

After this week of broadcasting was over, the RAG radio team decided on a completely fresh
approach for the following year. Different frequencies were chosen. 96.1 MHz VHF to avoid
interference with the new independent commercial stations in Liverpool and Manchester, and
1331 kHz MF to agree with European band planning. An attempt to find some new presenters
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was made, and the system redesigned to make live programming much easier. Thus on
Saturday, February 1Ist 1975, the new station of the Bangor Rag Broadcasting System hit the
airwaves.

All but 2 hours of the transmission each day was broadcast live, and it was scheduled to last
for 9 days. Programs started at 8 o'clock in the morning, 9 at weekends, and went through to
midnight with a 2 hour morning break on weekdays. Most of the transmission time was taken
by music, including a classical hour called Air on a G string, and an hour or two of folk music.
Jingles were introduced to give the station a sense of identity. One hour each day was taken
up with a mixture of Goons recordings and readings from Dylan Thomas, and the rest was
popular music.

The transmission was not without its problems. The MF signal was very weak, and the VHF
transmitter, although very strong, was discovered by a caretaker after only 2 days. To add
insult to injury, the local postman was mistakenly shown around the studio in Brynteg Terrace.
Many frantic hours were spent thinking about that one, and eventually the station was left
where it was.

Alan Dee. 20 minutes after that recording the fun really started. The president of the
Students Union, Ann Beynon, received an irate phone call from the college principal saying
that he had an official of the Post Office with him who was complaining about the
transmissions. A member of the BRBS staff promptly beat a hasty retreat up the hill to the
studio, and very shortly afterwards the station went off the air. The transmitting equipment
was carefully checked and found to be satisfactory, but as some doubt remained the station
stayed off the air. An attempt was made to resurrect it for the final Sunday evening from a
studio in the Reichel Anecs, but the transmitted power was very low and few people were
able to hear it.

Although there was considerable disappointment over the abrupt and forced ending of the
transmissions, plans were soon being made for the following year. In particular, since there
was generally extremely little worth listening to on the radio on a Sunday evening in Bangor,
for most term time Sunday evenings from late October 1975 to January 1976, very low
power transmissions on 96.1 MHz were radiated for 2 or 3 hours. They were identified as
BRBS test transmissions, the opportunity being taken to try out studio and transmitter
equipment. The audience response was surprisingly good for a station run with a fotal staff of
3 people.

Rag Week itself was approaching fast, and the site for the station, a private house in William
Street, was chosen only 36 hours before the start of transmissions. One of the occupants
was even displaced from her back bedroom to make room for the equipment. At 8 o'clock on
the morning of Saturday 31 January 1976, BRBS could once again be heard, and very soon
the requests started flooding in.

Transmissions lasted with only minor interruptions from Saturday 31 January to Sunday 8
February, one embarrassing break being due fo the money in the electricity meter running
out. Scheduled times were from 8 in the morning fo 1 the following morning, with breaks in
the morning and afternoon from Monday to Friday. The programmes were 100% live, being
divided into 2 hour time slots, and generally featured pop music presented by a DI who had
to operate all the controls himself, including switching the transmitter on in the morning or
off at night. One innovation this year was the introduction of an organised news service,
which involved its staff of three arising early enough in the morning to read and rewrite
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national news freely cribbed from several newspapers, plus introduce a story or two
gathered from local sources.

Transmissions continued for all the nine scheduled days without too many snags. The MF
service was far from satisfactory due to transmitter and aerial problems, whilst on the other
hand the VHF transmission was fairly strong. The station finally closed down early in the
morning of February 9th, with a chaotic gathering of the station staff in the studio.

In the following week several hundred copies of a short questionnaire concerning the
transmissions were distributed around the colleges and the town. The questionnaire attempted
to discover what types of radio receivers listeners had, how they had heard of the station in
the first place and what was thought of the transmissions overall. The majority of answers
were useful, most emphasising the need for an effective MF service. One local garage owner
even wanted to know what it would cost him fo advertise his business on the station. Things
were quiet then for a couple of months up to May, when BRBS reappeared with a few high-
power Sunday evening transmissions. Dave Gibson.

A week later on the 16th of May a mystery voice in the guise of Dave Carter appeared.

These transmissions culminated in a final all-day fling on the 13th of June to celebrate the
end of the college year. The occasion was pretty hectic, with presenters having to be rescued
from Aberffraw Beach in time to appear on the air. And those who remember the enormous
great pole on top of Neuadd Emrys Evans will have a pretty good idea where the
transmissions came from. Mike Doyle had the late-night programme.

This event even produced a postcard from two holidaymakers visiting Anglesey, who
complimented BRBS on its production.

BRBS was next to appear almost exactly six months later to celebrate the end of the winter
term on 12th December 1976. Dave Carter and John Stevens presented the extravaganza.

Meanwhile the MF transmitter was completely rebuilt from scratch to bolster up 1331 kHz
which had rather fallen behind in the attempts to perfect the VHF stereo service. A new
studio was chosen in the back room of a house not a million miles from the football ground
and at the start of Rag Week on 5th February 1977 the Bangor Rag Broadcasting System
could once again be heard. Di and Rent O'Rea in particular had their own individual style.

Programmes were scheduled from Saturday 5th February to Sunday 13th February, running
from 8am to lam the following day with morning and afternoon breaks from Monday to
Friday. Programming was mainly with popular music and included one or two feature
programmes. Rik Patto for instance produced one on the group Genesis.

The station once again had a prolific news service although on occasions things were not quite
so organised as they could have been.

Another innovation was the introduction of 24 hours a day broadcasting over the final
weekend, when the station stayed on the air all the early hours of Sunday morning
presenting music for Bangor's insomniacs. After a marathon 41 hours of continuous
broadcasting close down eventually came early in the morning of Monday 14th February.

And so went BRBS for February 1977. BRBS was not to appear again until 11th December
1977 at the end of the autumn term. Chris Fields and Dave Carter presented the programme.

Rag WeekK itself had not been forgotten about. Indeed brand new transmitting equipment was
hurriedly being built. Once again more staff had fo be recruited and a new site found. This
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time a house in the Holyhead Road was initially chosen. James Stewart started the
programmes off at 7am on Saturday 4th February 1978.

Things went well until the next day when a trader calling at the house came within feet of
discovering the studio. This made the station staff very nervous and so at the finish of
programmes at lam every piece of equipment was disconnected and loaded onto a Land Rover
to be taken 200 yards up the road to a new site, only to be almost stopped by a police patrol
car on the way. After waiting for it to disappear the equipment was installed in its new home,
a basement flat in Upper Bangor and the station was on the air again by that evening. There
were problems with squeaky doors and noisy plumbing though and the decision was taken to
move the station again out to Anglesey. The move took place after close down on Tuesday and
the station was back on the air by the following day. Except for the MF aerial which fell
down Wednesday evening things went comparatively smoothly from then onwards.

As in the previous year insanity was a natural part of the Di and Rent O'Rea show.
Greg Young. He was followed by Mandy Jane and then Scott Williamson.

As in the previous year 24 hours a day broadcasting was successfully tried over the final
weekend, Sunday morning revealing a very tired Chris Fields and John Stevens. That evening
made particularly memorable by the snow falling gently outside, the duty of closing the
station fell to James Stewart and John Collins.

Thus BRBS closed for yet another Rag Week and after another 9 successful days of
broadcasting. However another idea had yet to be tried and in the first week of October
1978 it came about. The station appeared on the air with full programming during Freshers
Week helping to publicise the special events staged during the week. Ian Anderton.

Freshers Week 1978 brings the end of this part of the story of local radio in Bangor. To all
those people who willingly lent precious recordings for use in this programme a very sincere
thank you. What will happen in the future fo radio in Bangor is maybe the material for
another story.
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Please take the following seriously:

From 31st January to 8th February, a student radio station, BRBS, was on the air
in the Bangor area. Whether or not you listened to it, BRBS would appreciate it if
you would answer as many as possible of the questions below. When you have completed
the questionnaire, could you please return it to the Rag pigeon hole (ULR), Students
Union, Deiniocl Road, Bangor -
1o Did you listen to BRBS: (a)never (b)when there was nothing else worth listening to

(c)in preference to other stations
2. What type of radio do you have: (a)non-existant (b)medium & long wave (AM) only
(c)VEF (FM) only (d)AM and FM

3. Was the VHF (FM) signal on 96.1 (a)very strong (b)fair (slight background hiss)

(c)poor (disturbing hiss) (d)couldn't hear it.
L. Do you have a stereo receiver: YES/NO. If YES, was the signal strong enough for

reasonable hiss~free stereo reception?

5. Was the medium wave signal on 227 (a)strong (b)weakidcouldn't hear it.

6. Do you own any equipment(audio) with a Dolby System processor?

7. Do you own any gquadraphonic audio equipment?

8. How did you hear of BRBS in the first place: (a)didn't (b)distribution of the
timetable (c)poster (d)word of mouth (e)accidentally tuning in
(f)other.

9. What is your approximate address(to the nearest road,please)?

10. If you are a student, at which college are you studying?
Which subject?

11+ Do you think a full-time radio station centred in Bangor would perform a useful

public service (a)definitely (b)doubtful (c)not at all.

12. Do you have any criticisms, comments about programmes, or ideas for improvement of

BRBS, or any further comments in general?

T HANK. Y.O0U - EFO R Y01 R WE QRGP EwR cA R STEG N

BRES =76
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Please take the following seriously: Ve

From 31st January to 8th February, a student radio station, BRBS, was on the air

in the Bangor area, Whether or not you listened to it, BRBS would appreciate it if
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Please take the following seriously: Ve

From 31st January to 8th February, a student radio station, BRBS, was on the air
in the Bangor area. Whether or not you listened to it, BRBS would appreciate it if
you would answer as many as possible of the questions below. When you have completed

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERAT the questionnaire, could you please return it to the Rag pigeon hole (ULR), Students

BRBS V6 Union, Deiniol Road, Bangor.
1. Did you listen to BRBS: (a)never (b)when there was nothing else worth listening to
(c)in preference to other stations c
| 2. What type of radio do you have: (a)non-existant (b)medium & long wave (AM) cnly
! (c)VHF (7) only (4)AM and FM d
3. Was the VHF (FM) signal on 96.1 (a)very strong (b)fair (slight background hiss)
(c)poor (disturbing hiss) (d)couldn't hear it. A

4. Do you have a stereo receiver: YES/NO. If YES, was the signal strong enough for

2 66 re S po n Se S reasonable hiss-free stereo reception? -NO

= 5. Was the medium wave signal on 227 (a)strong (b)weakdcouldn't hear it. r
received! .

6. Do you own any equipment(audio) with a Dolby System processor ?

7. Do you own any quadraphonic audio equipment? N O
8. How did you hear of BRBS in the first place: (a)didn't (b)distribution of the

timetable (c)poster (d)word of mouth (e)accidentally tuning in
(f)other. ____C _&.—ci____
9. What is your approximate address(to the nearest road,please)?

HOLYHEAD ROAD % [RIDDOETH RP

10. If you are a student, at which college are you studying? U, C W,

Which subject? CNGINCERING

11. Do you think a full-time radio station centred in Bangor would perform a useful
public service (a)definitely (b)doubtful (c)not at all. C
12. Do you have any criticisms, comments about programmes, or ideas for improvement of
BRBS, or any further comments in general?
The ;Ca,&m Wt Ve ry 9(20&1 - 1've lu“(f -}cee’x*'té Q/(/L(?./L-

a W»rd all -roved  aelochiin of e form o borg Lo,
- .
It war evy uwaful knongg whal wos gotrg o adroul
the Colloge , % o pernad 6465 could wfrm oF Llks
Sy . 2 ] -0 = e Y/\J
& lectiver gue~ by aoce Lis o ) M““" ol avules d%[*fr'f‘m N .
The nrew wos o "l ek ) #,(t;(f' O VOGUL  SUpe { Zun of Al

oo : = - , 2 -
BEC, nun . and & w~ww o ;J,c{y Lol 2o of L
lodr coruvwdali ',y- wroudd e el ek («‘"cu‘_m]n'/ - Rtf all

e all & wde  really greal \JJf very  §e posadlrililis
PHA NCK Y@l FOR YOUR 00 PERANTON K

BRBS 1576
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|
BANGOR RAG BROADCASTING
SYSTEM : TIMETABLE

o st P 7 ghit gth Joth pth gt ysth
NDY Y -
s - tom| TP ANDY ANDY ANDY ANDY i
: LYLE LYLE 5
McHEA McREA
10am = 12am ANDY /’//, ANDY
LYLE //;j‘ﬁnmm BREAK LYIE
o /
than - 90 RIK PATTO RIK  PATTO
GREG 'S GREG'S
g - Spm MUSICAL MUSICAL
| BOX BOX
: ™
5pa = Tpm JOHN ST A - T | JORN
COLLINS 2 3 (e PoLLINS
DI & RENT ©'REA DI & RENT O'REA ;
23 ,. : JOHN JOHN JORN s
g = 9pm §° DI & EENT O'REA COLLINS COLLINS COLLINS . Dt |
v
perck .
e DAVE GIBSON DAVE  GIBSOK DAVE GIBSON \Vc (¥ ﬁajr GIBSON
pm =~ 1am JAMBS STEWART JAMES STEWART
JAMES ~STEWART
s
|. w2 Bom ‘wwm’i\ i

B.R.B.S. 227MW. 9% MHZ

17
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18

1978

BANGOR RAG BRQADCASTING SYSTEM 1978-TIMETABLE
TIME Feb.4th. 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th
0700 | 0 S :
! JAMES JAMES
6360 -~ STEWART STEWART
SHOW GREG'S MUSICAL BOX SHOW
WITH CHRISTINE TURNER
1600
Reckless MORNING BREAK Reckless
ERIC ERIC
1200
DI & RENT RECKLESS DI & RENT
O'REA ERIC 0' REA
2-00
GREGS GREGS
MUSICAL BOX AFTERNOON e AFTERNOON MUSICAL BOX
WITH o 29 _ WITH
CHRISTINE BREAK ZE= SHE CHRISTINE
TURNER 3 TURNER
&}
5-00
MANDY
e DI & RENT O'REA A
JANE
7-00
T
SCOTT JOHN COLLINS _
WILLIAMSON WILLIAMSON
9-00
CHRISTINE CHRISTINE
o_a ) a
St NON?-STOP MAGIC MUSIC B
1100
JAMES  STEWART
JOHN JOHN
0106 e COLLINS
96.1 FM Stereo 227 LM
0200  SAT. SUN. MON. TUE. WED. THUR.,  FRI. SAT, SUN.
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(=R QT N, DAN I ETL
TAPE - Fve [ &0 W T A cros ?’
ere s | oL Ano=D wrCcTZL
—TAfs . Sl G STEING A
(EER =SS | e PererBaxed)
PN L el 0 2
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BANGOR RAG BROADCASTING SYSTEM 96,1 ¥ 22Tm AM 1979
1979
‘ATE 8-10 am 10-Neon Noon-2 pm 2-5 pm 5-7 pm 7-9 pm 9-11 pm 11 pm=1 am
€sturday Spike Chris A | Jim A John . Rik a1 Ian M Keith s James A
SRl i T Taelds Doyle Collins I Patto Anderton|| Wells | Stewart i
..... % | | ’ |
Sunday ! | ' ! ‘ l
Feb. 4th il < ¥ i ¥ i
Monday Dave Morning Afternoon{ Rik Clarke A B.R.B.S. John A
Feb, 5th Andrews Break Christine Break Patto Maxwell Present.. Collins
T Turner , T A
Tuesday ; ‘L
F:b. 6th
We%ne$dﬁy Spike Classical,
b, 7t Dave
Andrews
Thursday Morning
¥sb. 5th Break/l\ Afternoon
Break 1\
Friday I b ] | y
Feb., 9th N Q( * J v N \{(
b io%y | Seike | cnrts A gim L | Jomn Al Rik Tan 4| Reith James AN Top
% ‘ Fields l Doyle i Collins I Patto T Enderton Wells T Stewart t0
a 5 e R |
Sunday
Peb, 11th 1 l, i l l
i 3 ¥ \1/
T M
B 1982
.
961 tIihz. ll. 0. . 22Tmetres
FM STEREO. 3
( ) |3th-21st February, 1982, (MEDIUM e )
y Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
L; W W Bosm—-—
STH LA 1D-BACK BURT e
HUNTER LA IDBACK
B-10a.m. PENDUUS. LENNIE. F————NARLOCK ONWOOD. 4 1My LENNIE.
— TRYFAN.
- / / / / / P
BURT BILINGUAL BURT WILLIAMS
10-12noon ||  ONWOOD. SHOW., / / = 3 /// ONWOOD. & ALIBI
- ] JONES
PAT P E s
JAMES WILL]AMS &}7 / // SJT::igT FggggT
12=2p.m. STEWART. & ALIBI / / / / 3 3 5
JONES. // /' /// ¥
e T RETs 155 Tl / // JOHN STEVE
STEVE BURT ) COLLINS. AUSTIN.
2-5p.m. AUSTIN. oNwo0D. | / e L A / o s
= | = s~ -
FORD FORD B1LINGUAL B1LINGUAL JIM STEVE STEVE FORD BURT
5-7p.m. ESCORT. ESCORT. SHOW, SHOW. DOYLE. NICHOLLS. NICHOLLS. ESCORT. ONWOOD.
PAT
STEVE STEVE STEVE STEVE WILLIAMS STEVE = STEVE STEVE
7-9p.m. NICHOLLS. NICHOLLS. | AUSTIN. AUSTIN. - | & ALIBI AUSTIN. WARLOCK. NICHOLLS. NICHOLLS.
JONES.
THEORALD THEOBALD PAT CLASSICAL BLLINGUAL | CLASSICAL THEOBALD THEOBALD.
9-11p.m. SNOOT., SNOOT . WILLIAMS. SHOW SHOW, SHOW. SNOOT. SNOOT.
: STU
: TENOUOS
| &
\ JOHN sTU CLOSFDOWM
1213, i( STU PHNDQUS —3| | cotins. | penoous. SHOW 1!
| "\\
TT e

20
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06.1MHz EM. gR.B.s. 1332KHz m.U.

1984

22

| ME 8= | Oar 10=) Znoon - 20 2=5n 7 T I
DAY
DAWN JOHN T'DOOBIE BURT gfég?ﬁ'ff ] R,
oeAth €—RES YAWNS & EMERGES !~ .\con EDWARDS BROTHERS ONWOOD TOREHY | RIS {
BRAHMS & ST.JOHN ° PETER MIKE FAIRY BERNIE
Sun.5th. LISZT 10N OF APC oW HUNT JANE BASIL B. GUEST D.J WHITFIELD
PAT \ maRk supiALa]| sepup &
Monéth. WILLI1AMS BASIL B. KEN LINGUS MURPHY GUEST D.J.
N\ N N
: PENNY \ . \ N BILL BURT TONY JOHN
Tues.7th. TRACY \ \ \ RAVENHEAD ONWOOD BROWN EDWARDS
.8th. GUEST D.J. PETER KRIS MARCUS PAT
g \ \ \ BROWN FIELD DOWN WILLIAMS
PENNY i By o BILL MARK SUPIAL & SPUD & STEVE
Thurs.9th. TRACY RAVENHEAD KEN LINGUS MURPHY HARKER
PAT HRAHMS & STEVE TONY .JCH“J i
Fri.l10th. WILLIAMS L1SZT HARKER BROWN EDWARDS
BRAHUS & FAIRY PLTER CORSET & BURT LANDSLIP % .
Sat.|Ith, LISZT JANE GUEST D.J. BROWN SUSPENDERSL! ONWOOD & LUNC . €
BRAHMS & DAWN ST.JOHN & DANGER MARK SUP th_}—-‘« y 'r'{ NC,T:
Sun. 12th. LISZT HANSON JOAN OF ARC MOUSE. . KEN LINGU GUEST D.J. EDWARDS. . into. .DOWN  SHOW
- = u@sts 1g: BRBS,c/o RAG,Students' Union,Deiniol Road,Bang~-.{or under "“Z" in hal| l|atter-racks)-also,there
will be a requests box in Fat’Freddy'- during the week.Also welcome are recaption reports,and comments on the programmes

Rag

generally..Happy |isténing.

Love,The Mystery D.J.

Week on _BRBS. 103.2MHzEM.

8-9a.m, | 9-10a,m, | 10-1la.my 1l-lp.m. 1-3peme | 3-5p.m. 5=Tpems | 7-9p.m. | 9-11p.m. 1l-la.m,
- Rick Paps/
Eddie Windy Kenny The Banga | Guest
SAT.9th, Current M Miller Lingus Kanga l Khatmandid| SPOTe kinited
e Jonathan Peter Eli Basil B. The Norm || CGuest Bil11
SUN,.10th. Livingstone Brown Trikshok |& Dawn Peration. |Show I, D.J. Ravenhead,
T Danger Peter John
MON,11th, Mouse. Knatmandid| Brown, Edwards,
7N [
Tue.12th, The| Benny  |George Rosls BN Marcun
Lynn, Hanou., | Apple Down,
et i ki N Peter Billy John
ed, o W Parker, ) 5
g The kig ' | —owards
Abby Small
Thur, 14tH. Benny Peter Marcus Bill
Lynn, Parker, Down. Ravenhead,
Pri,15th,] Danger Trevor Windy John
Mouse. [Punningham} Miller. Edwards,
w e - A
Sat.16th, Eddie | Billy rrikshok's | Paps/ Kenny Trevor Rick Bill
Current The Kid "Live" Pnlinited. | Lingus. Punningham{ Shore. [|Ravenhead.
>
Bagil B.
Sun.17th. e Jonathan Guest | panger 8 The Norm | Windy CLOSEDOWN
Livingstone £ D.J. | Mouse Dawn Hanson Perationgsnow IT, | Miller. SHOW,

Requests and Dedications should be sent to:BRBES,c/o Rag,Students' Union,Deiniol Road,

Bangor;also under X,Y,Z in Hall-of-Residence letter-racks.Happy Listening {

1985
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rac week 's6 onB.R.B.S. 103.6 MHz F.M.
11-12 1-3p.m. 3-5p.n. 5=Tpeits 7-9p.m. | 9=1lp.m. | 12-la.m.

' FLORENCE POSTHAK THE BANGA | JETHRO FETER RIGHARD MR
Sat.15th. / /(—.Umux MILLER & DOUGAL. Pat. KANGA. & SETH, | PARKER. HELL., HOVIS.
b
OLIVER
I el PAPS EDDIE ARTHUR GEORGE BILL BOB
Sun,16tn, ABBY S Lis SRS UNLINITED, |WILLIAMS. GRAMM, HANOU. | RAVENHEAD. | HAYNES,

MOLLUSC.

N

N, i //7//’/]//////7 //ﬁ | Tt |
Tues.18th. // y

/ EDDIE PAPS JOHN BOB
/ummu;. UNLIMITED . | EDWARDS., HAYNES, ~
MISS B.RAZEN 4
VINDY TREVOR THE REV. BILL
Neds.19th. A // A MILLER, CUNNINGHAM. TYRONE, RAVENHEAD,

L/
Thurs, 20 / @ ABBY GEORGE RICHARD JOHN
8, 20th 4 SMALL « HANOU, HELL. EDWARDS,
b ABBY BILINGUAL | DARREN BOB
2t / / /// s . .
. SHOW, & SHARON , HAYNES
v y Z Z 4// 3
I n :
B A FLURENCE POSTMAN | THE BANGA Je i TREVOR | THE REV. MARK
s /// EOOIE CURRENT el |y “50GAL PAT KANGA & SETH.  JCUNNINGHAMJ TYRONE, HOVIS.
A 1
7/ | OLIVER : y 68
- PAPS EIDIE ARTHUR 'PETER JOHN 22>
d. EDDIE CURHEN SEATON- aary < : z " s. CLOSEDOWN
Sun.23r CURHEN P woLiusc. | USLIMITEDY VILLIAMS. | GRAM PARKER, | EOVARDS =
Fleuse send requests to us vis "Z" In the letter-racks of the Students' Union,also vis "4
in the Hslls of Hesidence pigeon-holes.Also welcome sre reception reports and comsents on 1986
Lthe programmes generally...Happy listening ! Love,The Mystery D.J.

RAG WEEK'87 ONB.R. B 5.96.1 MHz FM/227m. MW.

V EODIE BURT GLOR I A PETER RANKIN' UARX

Sat.l4th /C” CURRENT ONWOOD  JISTEWART PARKER . REV. HOVIS
” 1y ‘h

HERBERT TOM EDDIE ARTHUR GEORGE RICHARD BoB

CHAPMAN B wiLL1AMS || IGRAMM HANOU HELL HAYNES

DICK NATALIE JTENNYSON | 3"””" JOHN

OASTARDLY oressep | Jones  JREEe . JEOWARDS

NATAL IE
DRESSED

YJES- 17tH

EDDIE GLORIA JOHN BO8
WILLIAMS STEWART EDOWARDS HAYNES

GEORGE HARLEY R|CHARD
HANOU DANGEROUSE MELL

WINDY

Weds. 181 MILLER

GEORGE RICHARD JOHN
HANOU HELL EDWARDS

DASTARDLY
& MUTTLEY

NATALIE
ORESSED

Thur.19%

TENNYSON JHARLEY
JONES  BOANGEROUSEMAYNES

NATALIE
DRESSED

Fri.20%h

RANKIN!'
REV .

TYRONE

8 GEORGE MARX

Sat.21s?t

HOVIS

s '
/ D HERBERT ARTHUR PETER JOHN LOSEDOW
/ ANCHOVY [JJ CHAPMAN BiwILLIAMSE GRAMM PARKER § EDWARDS SHOW
-
Please send requests.and dedications,reception reports,etc.to
us via "Z" in the Union letter-racks land Halls plgeon-holes
Happy |lstening! Love,The Mystery D.J.
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DREAD AT THE CONTROLS .. ...........

»
2
T

RANK’NToﬂVEREND B.R.B.S. IS BACK

B.R.B.S. YN OL.

"-)—”h MONMV, Wepnespay s SARDAY,
ON B.R.B.S. 103.6 MHz FM

ON B.R.B.S. 103.6 MHz FM

A 227m M.W.

96.1 F.M.STEREO.

14/11/86: .
Pumo- a.m.
'15/11/86_ &

“Jam.=Ta.m.

CHWEF.14 - 22 FEB.

February 1986

B.R.B.S. YN
OL.

]

&

November 1986
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June 1987

103.4 MHz F.M.STEREO.

103.4 FM STERE

Y

On The Air

4-1 | QCTOBER //;: 4-11 HYDREF

ol X o - '
v ‘~~ - S -
Requests and Dedications to [ Ceisiadau a Chyflwyniadau i '2'
In Union Letter-rack. ] | yn Rsc Liythrau'r Undeb.
L B2

3,14 JUNE

October 1987

Ceisiadau a Chyfiwyniadau |

Requests and Dadications to '2° 4
v 4 Rac Liythrau'r Undeb.

nion Latter=rack. 2 Al

> B.R.B.S. ¥

103.4 MHz F.M. STEREO

SUNDAY  , OCTOBER | __|

SUL HYDREF - """

MONDAY OCTOBER

LLUN HYDREF

$61 2am—l0am,

FRIDAY g OCTOBER ~P" K&

GWENER HYDREF

SATURDAY | , OCTOBER

SADWRN BYBREE
, SUNDAY | OCTOBER "

suL HYDREF

October 1987
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TIME
DAY 8-9a.m. |9-10a.m. |1O-11a.m.|!I=1p.m. 1=3p.m. | 3=Sp.m. 5=7p.m. | 7=9p.m, 9=1lpem. f li=la.m.
. SONNY DAYE NATALIE |rlavo crany | HENRI CAPT. MATT MARX L RANKING
SAT.13th % GAIL FORCE ~ 7 DRESSED ROCQUEFORT|MORGAN BLACK HOV IS EV.TYRONE
(n
|
\\ T N
SONNY DAYE y BILL BURT EDDIE BJORN [PUFFIN 1stANol T} 808
SUN. 14th = 1 GAIL FORCE McGREGOR || oNwoOD  |[lwiLLiAMs |TouLousE '{"“)' coypu HAYNES
MIKE BEYER & CAPT. RICHARD HERBERT JOHN
MON. 15th JEANIE mswm" MORGAN HELL ANCHOVY || EDWARDS
THE SCRATCH & g B CAPT. PUFFIN 15LAND| | BOB BILL
TUES.I161th smrr SRUKrHT MORGAN piscs HAYNES RAVENHEAD
(2)
M1 KE e:vsn [ RAG WEEK HENRI RICHARD  |ous vonermun ]|  TOM
WED. 1 7th JEANIE eAsua '88 OCQUEFORT  HELL cate xonsTAOT | | HAPMAN
1
' - 1
THE SCRATCH & NATALIE |PUFFIN 1sian0  BOB BILL
THUR. 18th B Sy | FF BREAKFAST 227!TI/ 1332 kHz M.W. DRESSED s HAYNES |RAVENHEAD
SHOW l 1 | (3)
T | I
MIKE BEYER L NATALIE MICHAEL |HERBERT JOHN
FRI.19th JEANIE BASHER 96. | F.M. STEREO. DRESSED | cammONs |ANCHOVY | EDWARDS
\ SONNY DAYE SONNY THE PINK HENRI NATALIE MATT MARX RANKING
SAT.20th F—2 eAIL Force 7] | KING 71070 S10RY |ROCQUEFORT| DRESSED | |BLACK HOVIS  JREV.TYRONE
L (2)
V T
SUN.21st (._SONNV DAYE BILL BURT EDDIE BJORN GEORGE JOHN CLOSEDOWN
SUN.21s & GAIL FORCE cGREGOR | ONWOOD WILLIAMS |TOULOUSE | HANOU EDWARDS SHOW
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camera work on this programme.

Is stereo
coming here?

Much has been made recently of
the pleasure to be derived from

listening to BBC radio program- |

mes in stereo with the extension
of this service to South Wales and
Bristol — which prompts the ques-
tion: why are we in North Wales
denied the same consideration?

It is a real joy to listen to RTE
programmes in stereo-and for a
short period last year even the
students at Bangor University
could provide this service.

M. Glynn-Jones
Gaerwen, Anglesey

PETER FEAR, Engineering Infor-
mation Officer, Wales, replies:

We fully appreciate the concern
of those listeners situated in West,
Mid and North Wales who at the
moment do not have available to
them the BBC’s stereo service.

It is our desire to extend these
services to the listeners as quickly
aspogible, but it is by no means
easy. It is a costly exercise, involv-
‘ing the provision of new circuits
to carry the stereo programmes to
the transmitters and modifications
to all the transmitters involved.
We are pleased to say that there
are mow definite plans to carry
out this work.

At present we only have one
main transmitter in Wales radiat-
ing stereo, Wenvoe and its relays.
The plans are that we hope to
able to make stereo available to
the remaining transmitters some-
time in 1982, not at the same time
but workin%in' steps in the follow-

: Blaenplwyf, Llanddona
and Llangollen.
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An eclectic and complete

collection of +he Bangor
Rag Broadcasting System
Jingles of +he 1970s -
direct from +he original
Masters

Compiled 18 April 2003
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The perspective from 2024

Over the 1960s to 1980s, technology advances enabled huge changes in radio broadcasting. The
advent of the semiconductor transistor, itself researched at Bangor's Electronic Engineering School,
allowed students to pack battery-powered portable radios in their bag to take to university. Pirate radio
boats appeared in the North Sea and Irish Sea, and the nation of Luxembourg built a massive
broadcasting station aimed squarely at Britain. The whole nation had serious competition to the BBC for
the first time, particularly with pop music financed by advertising. The BBC fought back with a major
reorganisation in September 1967 to give networks we still have today, and Independent Local Radio
appeared in the early 1970s, also financed by advertising. Unlicensed low power radio appeared in many
cities and gave real choice in listening to music format radio.

The generations of young people who came to Bangor would have hankered after such choice. This was
a time before email, before mobile phones, before online anything, and radio was an important cultural
medium. In the 1960s and early 1970s pirate boats and Luxembourg gave reasonable signals in North
Wales, but only on medium wave with its limited technical quality. There was little local element, and
dedications from your best friend took many days in the post before broadcast. FM local independent
radio came to Liverpool in October 1974 with a fair signal in Bangor, but Liverpool was still a long way
away.

The students at Bangor's Electronic Engineering School naturally had the same hankering after musical
delights as everyone else. The School had a long history of a ham radio society, and by the end of the
1960s this technical competence merged with musical influences to bring a medium wave station
regularly to the air during the annual Rag Weeks. Such Rag Weeks aimed to raise money for charity by
doing crazy things for a week. There was no question about a licence for such a station, as there was no
legal mechanism where for a physically distributed university such as Bangor a licence would have been
granted, so the events went ahead anyway.

FM radio at significant power was a little more difficult than medium wave, and stereo FM more complex
still, but by 1975 the medium wave 'Gnome Service' had progressed to the FM stereo 'Bangor Rag
Broadcasting System’, or BRBS. It was music based, with a custom set of jingles to give a strong sense
of identity. Studio to transmitter radio links, built by students, were used to overcome the hilly terrain of
Bangor and also to give a bit of security against everything being lost if authorities objected to the lack
of that licence for which it was impossible to apply anyway. There was a great deal of pride that student-
led radio in Bangor had provided the first stereo radio signal in North Wales, and it took the BBC several
years to catch up. BBC TV acknowledged this by reporting on the station in Wales Today in February
1975.

This live, responsive and implicitly local radio service broadened from Rag Week into end of term
celebrations, and importantly into Freshers' Week where it gave another communication path to new
students. News and musical documentary programmes were added to the simple music presentation.
Keen presenters from all student disciplines and an enthusiastic response from listeners emphasised the
feeling that it was Bangor's very own radio station. A major achievement was the continuing influx of
new people every academic year as older people moved on from their student life, as this required not
only organisation and equipment but also high technical competence. BRBS doubtless provided a new
perspective on life chances for a number of students.

The last evidence of station activity comes from 1988. It's not known what precipitated this end of an
era, but priorities and skills amongst groups of people do go through natural phases. But it's reasonable
to suggest that first as a station with no real name, then the Gnome Service, and then for 14 years as
BRBS, student-led radio for maybe 20 years significantly contributed to university life at Bangor.
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